TYAGARAH PARACHUTE OPERATIONS
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Byron Skydive, a commercial skydiving business operates from our field. Skydive is established at several locations along the east coast of Australia including Tyagarah, Mission Beach, Caboolture and Coffs Harbour.
At Tyagarah they mainly use a Cessna Caravan which is a single turboprop fixed gear utility aircraft. It has a maximum cruise of 180 knots and initial climb rate of about 1000’/min, an empty weight of 2200 kg and MAW of 3970 kg. It can take up to 14 jumpers. Occasionally other often larger aircraft carrying more jumpers can be used.
The parachute plane will climb out from the field, usually upwind to fixed waypoints, and drop from 14000’ though this can vary from 4000’ upwards. It will take around 15 or more minutes to get to this height and the pilot will give a 4 minute call advising of his intention to drop and the number of parachutes to expect.                                                                                               
Tandem chutes usually open at 5000’ though some sports chutes can delay until 2000’.
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Time to the ground under chutes can vary anything from 5 minutes for tandems to 2 minutes for sports chutes though usually 4 minutes is a good guide.

Though drops are usually made upwind, sometimes chutes may be dropped over the field or even slightly downwind depending on conditions and the type of jumpers.

Therefore you cannot expect all chutes to come from upwind as some skydivers use sports chutes and wing suits. Parachutists with wing suits may drop last over the strip then track downwind beyond the field before executing a turn into the wind to return to the drop zone. A wing suited skydiver may lose up to 800’ in a turn and that can be downwind.

Usually the parachute plane will give a 4 minute radio call indicating that he is about to drop and will use compass points or quadrants he will be “running to” with reference to one of the eight compass divisions (north, north-east, east, south-east etc).

e.g. "Tyagarah traffic, ZMV estimates four minutes to parachute drop from FL140. Running in to the South, Tyagarah."
This will indicate the direction the parachutes will be dropping relative to their run-in point which is the white pit in the middle of their landing area just west of the taxiway.
There can be conflict between parachutes and other traffic within a 3 mile radius of the strip especially in the 2000’- 5000’ area. It’s better to be less than 2000’ high within this radius once chutes open otherwise leave this area once the call to drop has been made.
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Parachutes are allowed to jump through cloud which is above 4000’. It should be pointed out that they may come through lower cloud unintentionally if the cloud cover is broken.

You are reminded that parachutes have right of way over all other aircraft especially if you are landing at the same end as the drop zone. Never assume that they will always land on their target as occasionally they come in on the strip itself and very occasionally in paddocks nearby thought this is rare. If you are landing at the other end on 23 there is more leeway. The parachute plane usually lands downwind on 23 both for their own efficiency, reduction of noise and the fact that it is landing under the chutes coming into the drop zone at the other end.

It is suggested by our instructors that a good “rule of thumb” is that if you are higher than the chutes turning downwind then you can be pretty sure that they will be down before you complete your circuit, if you are not higher then wait. 

                                                                                                                                             John Duffy 
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